Short History of EPR Workshops in Krakow
Professor Stanislaw Lukiewicz conceived and organized the first EPR Workshop in Krakow in 1989 . From the onset these workshops have usually been dedicated to some special occasion, such as an anniversary or special scientific honor of a particular famous researcher. The idea to invite word-leading investigators in the EPR field to the Jagiellonian University in Krakow first came to his mind on the occasion of the conferment of Doctor Honoris Causa (honorable doctor) on Professor James Stewart Hyde, which took place in September 1989. The event was followed by a series of lectures by invited guests, which took the form of an informal workshop, allowing for discussions of common ideas, problems, and achievements, including experimental equipment and methods developed in the Krakow EPR laboratories. This was the first Workshop on Applications of EPR in Biology and Medicine ("EPR Workshop"), which proceeded the second in December 1992, organized also by Lukiewicz. 
Layout of the Special Issue
We have broken down the various papers into five general topic areas: EPR instrumentation, EPR oximetry, oxidative stress (redox status, reactive oxygen species), photosynthesis and photo related systems, membranes (structure and radical chemistry).
EPR instrumentation is elegantly covered by Jim Hyde and colleagues on W-band rapid frequency sweeping and Caston and colleagues describes implantable resonator development.
EPR oximetry is covered in the papers by Kuppusamy and colleagues on cerebral ischemia, Halpern and colleagues on pO2 imaging and Gustafsson and colleagues on head and neck tumors.
Under the oxidative stress subtopic, Kalyanaraman and colleagues present a paper on modified metformin effects; this is followed by a paper by Zadlo and colleagues relating to aspects of melanin redox chemistry; J Zielonka and colleagues talk about NADPH oxidase; Marakova and colleagues present a paper on bisphenol A degradation; Kruczała and colleagues look at free radicals in the blood; and Lohan and colleagues describe processes in keratinocytes Under membranes (structure and radical chemistry); Subczynski and colleagues covers cholesterol: Effects in biological membranes; Widomskaas and colleagues describe bilayer domains in the eye lens; Kusumi and colleagues cover GPI-anchored receptors: Girotti and colleagues discusses cholesterol hydroperoxide generation.
Lastly, for photosynthesis and photo related systems Tikhonov describes electron in proton transport in chloroplasts; Anna Wisniewska-Becker and colleagues cover model photoreceptor membranes; and Pawlak and colleagues describe photoreactivity of bovine retinal lipids.
The editors hope that you enjoy this double issue and learn about the impressive progress that has occurred to date.
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